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Abstract

The Lee Jae—Myung administration’s North Korea Policy:
Key tasks and policy consideration

Ki-Young Sung
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

Despite the six months since the inauguration of the Lee Jae—-myung administration, the
absence of inter-Korean communication has been prolonged, with the direct line disconnection
continuing. It is also difficult to expect the president’s announcement of an overseas trip
plan or a drastic proposal to North Korea to manage the situation on the Korean Peninsula.
After the declaration of the ‘two hostile countries’, North Korea seems to recognize the
strategy toward South Korea as a tactical means of implementing external strategies by
expanding its diplomatic sphere. In order for the Lee Jae—myung administration’s North
Korea policy to achieve results, it is necessary to consider a ‘choice and concentration’
method that focuses on the core issues and tasks of the North Korea policy rather than on
restoring functional relations such as inter—Korean cooperation projects. To this end, it is
necessary to make efforts to secure momentum for restoring inter-Korean relations by
supporting normalization of relations between North Korea and the international community
beyond the level of bilateral relations between the two Koreas. Since the ‘two countries’
debate is an issue that can bring about substantial changes in the nature of inter—Korean
relations that have continued since the post—Cold War, it is necessary to induce a productive
debate in connection with the issue of reorganizing the official unification formula of the
ROK government. It is important to consider proposals for North Korea to discuss the
‘Inter-Korean Basic Accord’. Securing the Korean government’s leading role in cultivating a
peace regime on the Korean Peninsula is also important. At home, it is necessary to find a
new unification formula reconfiguring the ‘National Community Unification Formula’, while

creating a platform for securing continuity and consistency in North Korea policy. Social
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dialogue on North Korea and unification policy should be led by nonpartisan civic groups,

but it should include the political circles of the ruling and opposition parties.

Keywords: Lee Jae—Myung government, Inter—Korean relations, Inter-Korean Basic Accord,

National Community Unification Formula
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