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Abstract

Transformative Features of the EU Defense
Rearmament 2030 and
lts Strategic Implications for Korea

Kyoung-sook Kim
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

The EU declared its rearmament initiative (ReArm Europe) on March 4, and subsequently
released the Joint White Paper on European Defence Readiness 2030 and the ReArm
Europe Plan 2030 on March 19. The background to the EU’s 2030 defence rearmament lies
in the weakening of the liberal international order, the transition to a multipolar world,
concerns over a potential second Trump administration and the erosion of the transatlantic
alliance, as well as intensifying global arms competition and the emergence of new
technologies. The EU’s 2030 Defence Strategy represents a transformative shift. First, it
introduces a new approach to strengthening Europe’s defence posture. The 2030 Defence
White Paper aims to close capability gaps through the joint procurement of military
equipment and weapons, strengthen the European defence industry through seven
strategic priority areas, support Ukraine through a “porcupine strategy”, enhance defence
cooperation within the EU, with NATO, and with non—EU countries. Second, the EU plans
to mobilize up to €800 billion by 2030 to implement the rearmament initiative. While the
ReArm Europe offers positive aspects—such as enhanced defence capabilities, support for
Ukraine, the establishment of autonomous supply chains, and a restructuring of the global
defence market—it also faces structural limitations. These include financial burdens,
political and social tensions, internal imbalances, and the weakening of global cooperation.
This dual nature is expected to become a key variable influencing the plan’s practical
outcomes and sustainability. In today’s increasingly multipolar and complex international
security environment, Europe’s rearmament offers strategic implications for South Korea.
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It suggests that South Korea must strengthen its independent defence capabilities based
on the ROK-U.S. alliance, and build complementary cooperation with Europe to respond
flexibly to geopolitical risks.

Europe’s rearmament policy provides opportunities for South Korea, including access to
new markets and expanded export prospects. However, it also presents challenges, such
as market entry barriers posed by the EU’s “Buy European” policy. As security connectivity
between Asian and Europe are strengthening, South Korea needs to redefine the balance
between security and autonomy, and adopt a multi-layered approach to effectively manage
both the opportunities and challenges. To this end, South Korea should take the following
steps: First, recalibrate its strategy toward the EU.

Second, strengthen a trust-based ROK-EU security and defense partnership. Lastly,
maintain policy consistency and sustainability, and enhance public—private cooperation to

establish itself as a leading defense industry power (K-Defense).

Keywords: European Rearmament, EU Joint White Paper on Defense Readiness 2030,
Russia—Ukraine War, Weakening of Alliances, Strategic Autonomy, ROK-EU

Security and Defense Industry Partnership
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