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Abstract

The Arctic as a Geopolitical Battleground:
U.S. Strategic Realignment and Implications for Korea

E.J.R. Cho
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

The Arctic, once considered a domain of peace and scientific cooperation, is rapidly
transforming into a theater of geopolitical competition. Under Trump’s second-term
leadership, the U.S. has intensified efforts to assert control over Greenland and Arctic sea
routes, aiming to secure rare earth elements and establish military and economic dominance
in the region. The Department of Defense’s 2024 Arctic Strategy outlines a multi—domain
integration of space, maritime, and polar capabilities, while promoting coordination with
NATO through a proposed Arctic Command. As non—Arctic states such as China and Japan
increase their engagement, NATO’s strategy centers on deterrence against Russia’s A2/
AD posture and safeguarding maritime freedom of navigation. This report concludes that
South Korea, despite its growing presence as an Arctic Council observer, lacks a
comprehensive national Arctic strategy. It recommends an integrated policy framework
involving LNG investment, autonomous icebreaker technology, digital route optimization
platforms, and increased scientific and security cooperation with Arctic stakeholders. Given
the convergence of resource geopolitics and strategic competition in the High North, Korea

must act swiftly to avoid marginalization in the emerging Arctic order.
Keyword: Arctic Strategy, Trump 2.0, Greenland, Geopolitics, US-China—-Russia Strategic

Competition, Arctic Sea Routes and Maritime Hegemony, South Korea’s Arctic

Policy
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