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Abstract

South China Sea and Island—Chain Disputes:
Prospects and Recommendations

Joo, Dong-Jin
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

'Island-Chain' is a virtual border connecting islands and embodies the area of maritime
security established by each country centered on its own territory. And China recognized
this as the political and strategic concept and attempted to use it as the basis of maritime
leadership in the region and as the 'debouchment route’, accordingly, the U.S. recognizes
this as the strategic and competitive concept and is applying it as the baseline to block the
'Chinese maritime rise’. In this way, the 'Island-Chain’ disputes, which is emerging as the
conflicting points in maritime strategy, is evolving into the 'regional flash point'. Since Korea
is involved in regional maritime security, this is why we must keep in mind the direction of
'Island-Chain’. Currently, the Taiwan—Philippines' issues that arose in the South China Sea
is expanding through the stage of the 'Japan—Australia’ issues to the stage of the 'New
Zealand-Pacific Island States' issues. In addition, China, the 'key' state in the South China
Sea, is increasing its military activities and is now openly revealing its ambitions toward
Taiwan, also North Korea, which is cooperating with China and Russia, is proclaiming the
'hostile-state theory' and 'self-reliance through nuclear developments'. The security of the
Korean Peninsula has reached the ‘phase’ where it can no longer be satisfied only by the
'Korean Peninsula stabilizing' due to the 'China-Russia—North Korea triangle’ and regional
maritime conflicts’. There is an urgent need to address the ‘chain—structure between
conflicts’ operating in the region. We hope that Korea will secure the stable foundation to

realize the ‘GPS(Global Pivoted State)” vision amidst ‘strategic conflicts and gaps’.

Keywords: Indo—Pacific, South China Sea, Maritime—Security, Geopolitics, Island-Chain
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