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Abstract

The Retreat of Unification Initiative of North Korea and
the New Unification Discourse of South Korea

Ki-Young Sung
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

Kim Jong-un declared the complete abolition of what they called ‘peaceful unification’
drive that had been maintained during the Kim Il-sung and Kim Jong-il era through the 8th
plenary session of the Workers' Party of the DPRK and his speech at the Supreme People's
Assembly. Ahead of the 80" anniversary of the division of the two Koreas and the
establishment of the North Korean regime, the half-century—long unification initiative that
dominated the Kim ll-sung and Kim Jong-il era was completely negated. And the Kim
Jong-un era's strategy toward the South was newly drafted. Following North Korea's
declaration to scrap its nominal policy on ‘peaceful unification’, there is a growing possibility
that it will undermine the fundamental foundation of the various agreements reached
through inter-Korean dialogue since the Red Cross talks back in 1971. In addition, North
Korea's actions are expected to result in the denial of the policy validity of the ‘peaceful
unification’ clause, which is included in the results of inter-Korean dialogue. Therefore, as
part of countermeasures against North Korea's declaration for unification by force, a
reflective review of the effectiveness and sustainability of the existing unification discourse
is inevitable. The new unification discourse should be oriented toward ‘balanced’, ‘realistic’,
and ‘resilient’ discourse. In addition, the key elements of the new discourse should be the
promotion and preparation for peaceful unification based on the basic free and democratic
order. The restoration of national homogeneity and ultimate reaffirmation of one nation—

based unification idea is also essential. The national aim should be preparation for unification
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that overcomes both the ‘unification skepticism’ and the ‘unification=panacea’ perception.

Keywords: North Korea's new unification initiative, peaceful unification, new unification

discourse, preparation for unification
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