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Abstract

Prospects for North Korea's Shift in
South Korean Policy and Influence Operations

Kim, lI-Gi
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This study examines North Korea's influence operations toward South Korea following its policy
shift and proposes appropriate policy responses. North Korea's influence operations are primarily
psychological warfare designed to achieve strategic unification goals with South Korea. While
the strategy for South Korea (the South Korean Revolution) remains unchanged, the method of
unification (Korean Peninsula communization) has evolved. North Korea has traditionally used a
combination of peaceful and non—peaceful methods, but has now adopted a solely non-
peaceful approach known as 'unification by force'. The anticipated changes in North Korea's
influence operations include: firstly, a shift in focus from creating conditions for the South
Korean revolution to laying the groundwork for unification by force; secondly, the 10 Bureaus
of the Workers' Party Central Committee' will assume a central role following the dissolution of
the Unification Front Department; thirdly, an increased reliance on cyberspace activities; and
fourthly, the intensification of generative Al usage in influence operations, presenting a severe
and unique challenge. Based on these expectations, this study suggests that South Korea's
policy measures include overhauling and improving counterintelligence systems, enacting
cybersecurity legislation, establishing organizations to counter influence operations, and
strengthening the ROK-US alliance and international cooperation, all with the goal of proactively

mitigating North Korea's influence activities.

Keywords: Policy towards South Korea, Policy towards South Korea and Unification Strategy,

Operations against South Korea, Influence Operations against South Korea
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