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Abstract

North Korea's plan to utilize 'neo—Cold War' structures

Yonghwan Choi, Geedong Lee
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

North Korea has characterized the current international order as a "neo-Cold War" or
"multipolar system” and is actively trying to capitalize on this change. Noting the deterioration
of U.S.-China and U.S.—Russia relations due to the U.S.-China strategic competition and
the war in Ukraine, North Korea seeks to overcome pressure from the U.S. and the
international community by strengthening the DPRK-China and DPRK-Russia relationship.
North Korea's plan to utilize the neo-Cold War structure is characterized by, first, an
emphasis on an proactive foreign strategy rather than a reactive foreign strategy. It seeks
to actively create a favorable international situation. Second, it resets North Korea's
relationship with the great powers. North Korea perceives itself as a strategic state with
nuclear weapons and as an equal power with China and Russia. Third, offensive and
adventurist tendencies are prominent. Currently, North Korea has announced an aggressive
nuclear doctrine and is conducting military exercises that presuppose the use of nuclear
weapons. Fourth, North Korea is attempting to move away from U.S.—focused diplomacy.
When the international situation was a unipolar system centered on the United States,
North Korea's relations with the United States were the top priority of North Korea's
diplomacy, but under the neo—Cold War structure, the North—China—Russia factionalization
has become an important task for North Korea's diplomacy. Fifth, North Korea recognizes
the neo—Cold War structure as a temporary situation. North Korea is well aware of the

fragility of DPRK-China—Russia solidarity and is wary of over-reliance on China and Russia.
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In order to counter North Korea's plans to leverage the neo—Cold War, it is first necessary
to ensure that the neo—Cold War structure that favors North Korea does not become
entrenched. Unlike the Cold War, South Korea should utilize its advantages as a country
with diplomatic relations with China and Russia. Second, crisis management on the Korean
Peninsula is crucial. North Korea's provocations are likely to deepen the factionalization of
South Korea-U.S.-Japan, and DPRK-China-Russia. Third, we need to block the rapidly
intensifying military cooperation between North Korea and Russia, and manage South
Korea—China and South Korea—Russia relations to ensure that sanctions against North
Korea are not weakened. Finally, it is also important to prepare for various changes in the
security situation, such as the end of the war in Ukraine and leadership changes in

neighboring countries.
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