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Abstract

The North Korean Regime’s Utilization of
Mt. Daeseong Revolutionary Martyrs' Cemetery

to Secure Legitimacy

Jongwon Kim

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This report examines how North Korea seeks to secure
the regime’s legitimacy by utilizing mausoleums, with
a focus on the Mt. Daeseong Revolutionary Martyrs’
Cemetery. State-led commemorations and recollections of
the deceased have served as a mechanism to maintain and
justify the supreme leaders’ powers, as manifested through
the national cemetery constructed after North Korea

established itself as a modern state.

The Revolutionary Martyrs' Cemetery is the burial site

74

Abstract

of 151 revolutionary martyrs, of which 141 were military
commanders of the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army
(KPRA), an anti-Japanese guerrilla unit led by Kim Il
Sung. The Revolutionary Martyrs’ Cemetery, thus, is an

embodiment of Kim Il Sung’s eulogy to his comrades.

The North Korean regime has strived to channel
individual longings and memories into national
recollections by opening the Revolutionary Martyrs’
Cemetery to the people and having them pay their respects
to the patriotic martyrs. North Koreans are obligated to
visit the cemetery on public holidays such as the Day of
the Sun (Kim Il Sung’s birthday), the Day of the Shining
Star (Kim Jong II's birthday), the Day of the Foundation
of the Republic, and the Day of the Foundation of the
Workers’ Party of Korea, and also on folk holidays
such as Chuseok (Korean Thanksgiving Day). Through
such mandatory visits, the regime aims to promote the
Revolutionary Martyrs’ Cemetery as a site that fosters
numerous revolutionary heirs succeeding the revolutionary

spirit of the patriotic martyrs.
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To secure the legitimacy of his leadership inherited from
his father, Kim Jong Il led the expansion project of the
Revolutionary Martyrs’ Cemetery and issued an official
statement paying homage to the anti-Japanese guerilla
unit and revolutionary seniors. In addition, Kim Jong Il set
up a hierarchy of the revolutionary seniors in the order of
the leader, anti-Japanese revolutionary fighters, Fatherland
Liberation War participants, and contributors to socialist
construction, and arranged the burial sites accordingly.
Kim Jong Un, the third Kim to rule North Korea following
the hereditary succession of power, also strives to secure
the regime’s legitimacy by summoning the revolutionary
martyrs in his continuous references to the legacy of the
anti-Japanese revolution. In particular, North Korea faces
a regime crisis with its dire economic situation due to
international sanctions, isolation from the international
community, and depleted resources. Therefore, Kim
Jong Un’s frequent remarks and associations with the
Revolutionary Martyrs' Cemetery seem to help buttress and

maintain the North Korean regime.

Abstract

Keywords

Mt. Daeseong Revolutionary Martyrs” Cemetery, legitimacy,

anti-Japanese guerrilla forces, memory
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