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Abstract

The 15th Supreme People’s Assembly of North Korea:
An Analysis of State Leadership Institutions and Power Elites

In—tae Kim
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

Following the election of deputies to the 15th Supreme People’s Assembly on March 15,
North Korea convened the First Session from March 22 to 23 and formed new state
leadership institutions. Given the regime’s defining characteristic as a leader—centered,
long-term system, the electoral process for the Supreme People’s Assembly has been
institutionalized as a key procedure underpinning both the head of state’s representational
legitimacy and the monolithic leadership structure. The 687 deputies of the Supreme
People’s Assembly encompass major positions and core strata across the Party, government,
and military. Compared to the 13th and 14th assemblies, the 15th has increased the
proportion of lower—tier core cadres and leading operational personnel relative to the upper
echelons of the power hierarchy.

The Workers’ Party of Korea prepared its Ninth Party Congress in February as a political
milestone to formalize the “Kim Jong Un 2.0 era.” In line with this, the five—year term of the
Supreme People’s Assembly was extended by two years, integrating the operational
frameworks of Party and state power. By aligning the Party Congress’s policy decision—
making structure and personnel timing with the Supreme People’s Assembly, the regime
enhanced the normalization and efficiency of managing the Party-state-military power
structure. The State Affairs Commission was reorganized around highly trusted close aides,
primarily holding key positions in Party, economic, and diplomatic sectors.

Jo Yong-won, Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Supreme People’s Assembly,
has long served as a top aide within the Party to Kim Jong Un, playing a leading role in

stabilizing and strengthening the monolithic leadership system. He has now assumed the

| 20 |
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critical responsibility of advancing the vision and tasks of the “Kim Jong Un 2.0 era” through
legislative institutionalization as head of the Supreme People’s Assembly. Going forward,
the overall authority and functions of the Standing Committee are expected to be further
activated, including legislative activities to implement Party policies. The Cabinet has also
been reorganized, prioritizing the implementation of Party policies and economic improvement,
with personnel vetted both within the Party-state power structure and in practical
administrative settings. Attention will focus on how the power elites appointed to key
posts within the 15th Supreme People’s Assembly’s state leadership institutions carry out

their responsibilities during the 2026-2031 period, and on the outcomes they produce.

Keywords: Supreme People’s Assembly, Constitution, State leadership institutions, State

Affairs Commission, Cabinet, Jo Yong—won
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