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Abstract

Analysis of the Workers’ Party Leadership Institutions and
Power Elites Following North Korea’s 9th Party Congress

Kim In-tae
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

In February, North Korea convened the 9th Party Congress and newly elected the 9th
Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK), the Party’s central leadership
body. Under the Party rules, the Central Committee serves a five—year term and comprises
approximately 250 political, government, and military elites. It also organizes subordinate
leadership bodies, including the Political Bureau, the Secretariat, and the Central Military
Commission. This study analyzes changes in the Party’s leadership institutions and power
elites under the 9th Central Committee through comparison with the 7th and 8th Party
Congresses held during the Kim Jong Un era.

The findings are as follows. First, the 9th Party Congress adopted a format that introduced
limited adjustments to the traditional procedures of a Party congress while placing primary
emphasis on reviewing and consolidating the current policy agenda. Second, the period of
the 9th Central Committee was defined as a “phase of accelerated comprehensive socialist
development,” and in accordance with this characterization, strengthening the Party as a
whole was presented as a key political task. Third, the Party’s leadership capacity was
reinforced through the reorganization of the Party, state, and military power structure
centered on the 9th Central Committee and its associated leadership bodies.

Taken together, the 9th Party Congress may be regarded as a significant political juncture
that further consolidated the Workers’ Party’s system of singular dominance while advancing
the consolidation of the Party under the leadership of Kim Jong Un.

Over the next five years, efforts to strengthen the Party are expected to focus on further

refining a centralized governing structure centered on Kim Jong Un while consolidating the

|17 |



institutional foundations of long—term regime stability. At the same time, the leadership is
likely to prioritize the implementation of the policy objectives presented at the 9th Party
Congress. However, North Korea continues to face structural limitations stemming from its
self-reliance-based economic strategy, weakening domestic mobilization capacity, and an
uncertain international environment coupled with unfavorable external conditions. Under
these circumstances, the prospects that the leadership institutions of the 9th Central
Committee and the Party, state, and military elites will fully realize the decisions adopted

at the Party Congress appear limited.

Keywords: 9th Party Congress, Workers’ Party of Korea, Central Committee, single-party

dominance, General Secretary Kim Jong Un
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