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Abstract

Assessment of Xi's Third—Term
Food Security Policy and Strategy:
Prospects and Implications

Jisun Yi

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

It was expected that a turning point in food security policy and strategy would arrive with
Xi Jinping’s third term in office. Some predict that the Chinese authorities will successfully
increase domestic food production and reduce dependence on imported food by promoting
the legalization of food security policy, therefore contributing to making global food markets
stable. However, Xi's revised food security policy and strategy reflect the authorities’
serious awareness of and response to the threats of internal and external food crises,
rather than an expression of confidence in improving food self-sufficiency. In fact, China’s
increased dependence on imported food has resulted in lower food self-sufficiency in
recent years. When looking at the series of food policies and the related laws introduced
during Xi’'s third term in office, the main features are included as follows: A setting food
security goals in a passive manner A justification of expanding food reserves /A emphasizing
the responsibility of local governments and A the absence of detailed tactics or plans for
food imports and food cooperation with other countries. Rather than judging that China’s
food security policy has evolved to the next level, there is considerable scope to interpret
it as a strengthening of China’s ‘national interest first” and ‘central control’ against possible

food crises in near future.

Keywords: Xi Jinping, Food Security, Authoritarianism, Food Security Act, Self-Sufficiency,
Climate Change, Food Supply Chain Crisis, Water Security, Global South
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