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Abstract

The Yoon Administration’s Approach to Managing North Korea

Zeno Ahn
Su Seok Lee

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

North Korea has enhanced the frequency and level of provocations, accelerated by its
advanced nuclear power and the renounced moratorium on nuclear and long-range missile
testing. Tension on the Korean Peninsula has escalated to unprecedented levels while the
international geopolitical landscape is witnessing intense competition and conflicts. Under
the current trend, North Korea will likely maintain its “method of significantly reinforcing
provocations” and continue such behavior next year. Considering North Korea’s past
behaviors, Pyeongyang may carry out local provocations or attempt to transform the Korean
Peninsula into a conflict zone. The Yoon administration’s “audacious initiative,” in such
circumstances, is bound to encounter difficulties in implementing the roadmap for its North
Korean policy. Managing North Korea, which includes its expanded nuclear program and
ongoing provocations is significant as it could impact future inter-Korean relations and the

direction of North Korea’s change. This report examines the Yoon administration’s approach
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Abstract

to managing North Korea and the challenging tasks it faces. With North Korea’s expanding
nuclear arsenal and demonstrations of its missile forces, the Yoon administration needs to

check its stance on managing the North Korean risk.

Keywords: Korean Peninsula, North Korea, Managing North Korea, North Korea Policy, Nuclear Power
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