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Abstract

The Decades of Kim Jong-un’s Era:

Composition and Changes in the National Guidance Organization

Kim, In-Tae

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This paper is a follow-up to the “The Decade of Kim Jong-un’s Era: Composition and

%

Changes of the ‘Party Central Guidance Agency’”” by the author. The party-state system of the
Kim Jong-un’s era has undergone gradual changes for the inauguration and strengthening
of the regime based on the state power centered on the Workers’ Party. The national
organization system centered on the National Defense Commission in the early days of
his administration changed to a state organization system centered on the State Affairs
Commission later. The change of the national organization system aimed at the institutional
completion of the ‘Monocratic Political system, Suryeong system’ was carried out in two
major stages. The first stage is “strengthening the power base” of the first chairman of
the National Defense Commission, and the second stage is strengthening the power of
the chairman of the State Affairs Commission. The structure of the national leadership

organization also experienced a huge change. Similar to the party power structure, the

state organization system of North Korea consists of a small core group of the State Affairs
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Abstract

Commission and a pyramid-shaped structure of the Supreme People’s Assembly (SPA).
The “State Organization,” which ranks the Supreme People’s Assembly, the chairman of
the State Affairs Commission, and the State Affairs Commission according to the “Socialist
Constitution,” is a state organization system centered on Kim Jong-un. The Supreme People’
s Assembly and the State Affairs Commission are the only supreme governing bodies in
charge of legislative and administrative functions and are the two major power institutions
that are designated as the only “supreme sovereign authority” and “supreme policy guidance
organ.” This study focuses on the evaluation of the state leadership organization and policy-
making system in the decade of Kim Jong-un’s era. It analyzes the process of formation
and change of the State Council, which covers the SPA and the SPA delegates, and the key
positions of the party and the state, in the transitional stage of establishing the system base,
the formalization of the party-state system, and the stage of constitutional and institutional
reform. It also examines the meaning and prospect of strengthening the leadership system
in the Kim Jong-un’s era through the composition and change of the two major national

leadership organizations, such as legislation and administration.

Keywords: State leadership organization, Supreme People’s Assembly, State Council, Chairman of the State Affairs
Commission, Monocratic Political system, Suryeong system
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