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Abstract

Aspects and Issues of U.S.-China Ideological Competition:

Focusing on Normative Competition

Woen Sick Kim

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This study examines the aspects and issues of the
ideological contest between the U.S. and China with a
focus on normative competition. It also aims to assess the
ripple effects of the rivalry while suggesting principles of

response for the South Korean government.

The rise of China and the intensified U.S.-China
confrontation have exacerbated bilateral conflicts over
ideology and values. With the escalating rivalry between
the U.S. and China for global hegemony, ideological
competition, regarded to have ended after the Cold War,

has made a comeback.

Abstract

The ideological competition between Washington and
Beijing plays out on two levels: domestic democracy and
international democracy. Regarding domestic democracy,
U.S. liberal democracy and Chinese socialist democracy
are vying for systemic superiority. Concerning international
democracy, Washington and Beijing are at odds over the
leadership of the global order. While the United States and
China acknowledge the international norms of respect for
state sovereignty and free trade, both criticize the other for
undermining the multilateral order. Also, the U.S. emphasis
on human rights clashes with China’s logic based on

respect for sovereignty.

The U.S.-China ideological competition is not simply
limited to ideology, but has expanded to the realms of
economy and technology. Under such a situation, other
countries experience heightened pressure to choose
an alignment. South Korea faces a similar dilemma in
the security field and increasingly in the economic and

technology sectors.
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The South Korean government must pinpoint the
normative issues of the ongoing ideological competition
and its background to establish a rationale and principle
for a legitimate response to the U.S.-China rivalry. South
Korean diplomacy can attain universal persuasiveness only
after it responds with universally justifiable principles based
on a clear understanding of normative issues. South Korea
confronts the vital task of easing the extreme blocization
and alleviating the pressure of choosing between the U.S.
and China while securing autonomy to expand its national
interests and ultimately establish peace on the Korean

Peninsula.

Keywords

U.S.-China competition, ideology, norms, domestic

democracy, international democracy
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