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Abstract

2019, Changes and Prospects for 30 Years after Berlin Wall fell

This year Germany celebrates its 30th anniversary of Berlin Wall fell, but it is dominated by
a cold climate rather than a enthusiasm for unification. In spite of certain achievements in
economic leveling, there are widespread debates in Germany on emotional differences, mu-
tual prejudices and social psychological discriminations between the two regions. This report
examines the current situation through the problems of economic structure of the East Ger-
man region, the partiality of elite recruitment, the revival of nostalgia for East Germany (“Os-
talgie”), and the formation of a political landscape unique to the region. After describing the
German government's response to this, it argues that the inferiority of the inhabitants of East
Germany will continue for a considerable time and suggests the implications for the Korean

peninsula.

Keywords: German unification, social integration, extremism, separation of political topography
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