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Abstract

The Rise of the MAGA New Right and
Changes in U.S. Foreign Policy

Kyoung-Seok Ha
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This study analyzes the emergence and structure of the American MAGA New Right and
examines how these changes have shaped the foreign policy of the second Trump
administration. MAGA is not merely a mass political movement, but an intellectual and
political network that provides ideological justification for Trumpism. This study conceptualizes
MAGA as a dual structure composed of conservative ideological factions and power blocs,
with particular attention to the rise of the “Tech Hamiltonians” and the growing influence of
technological and industrial elites on U.S. grand strategy.

The foreign policy of Trump’s second term should be understood not simply as isolationism,
but as a form of “selective engagement” emerging from tensions between restrainers and
techno—nationalists. Rather than acting as an ideologically consistent strategist, President
Trump functions as the ultimate decision—-maker who leverages competition among
factions, advancing a policy framework that combines the transactionalization of alliances,
a Western Hemisphere—centered strategy, tech—supremacy competition, and short-term
military actions. These developments suggest that the international order is shifting from
a military alliance—centered structure toward one increasingly driven by technological and
industrial competition. In response, South Korea must redefine the ROK-U.S. alliance as a
comprehensive partnership encompassing not only security cooperation but also
technological and industrial collaboration, while simultaneously pursuing greater strategic

autonomy and expanded contributions.

Keywords: MAGA New Right, Tech Hamiltonians, Selective engagement, ROK-US Alliance,

Techno-strategic competition
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