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Abstract

South Korea and the Strategic Triangle in Northeast Asia:
Focusing on China—Japan Conflicts and ‘Strong Japan’

Joo, Dong-Jin
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

From a mid-to-long—term perspective, South Korea needs to focus on A recognizing
Northeast Asia as a structural framework A understanding the mechanism of ‘Strategic
Triangle’ within that structure A deriving opportunities and challenges for ‘Strategic
Autonomy’. Now, amid persistent US-China conflicts and China—Japan conflicts, the Middle
East crisis has also overlapped. So our concerns and tensions regarding regional security
and geopolitical balance are growing. In fact, the United States is pushing for strategies
based on ‘Western Hemisphere’ and ‘Spheres of Influence’, demanding that allies and
partners share the burden and agree to ‘Strategic Flexibility’. Next, China is focusing on
rallying anti-Western forces, including the Global South, while striving to establish and
enhance its regional leadership. Furthermore, in relation to China—Japan conflicts, Japan is
expanding its internal and external leverage with the US—Japan alliance as its foundation,
accelerating its ‘Strong Japan” move by taking this as an opportunity. In particular, Japan’s
‘Strong Japan’ pursuit could escalate into a dilemma for Korea—Japan relations in terms of
its content and political implications. Our attentions are required.

Attempting to maintain and drive friendly relations with Japan, on the US-Korea-Japan and
Korea—China—Japan trilateral frameworks, is certainly a valid choice from the traditional and
continuous perspective. However, its sustainability is not automatically guaranteed. We
must bear in mind that we are currently facing challenges such as A the dispersal of US
forces A the expansion of China’s regional influence A Japan’s evasion of history issues
and attempts to revise its constitutions. For our consistent and strategic moves, we must

take contemplation deeply and quickly. By utilizing Korea-Japan relations and ‘Shuttle-

| 20 |



Diplomacy’, it is hoped that Korea can achieve significant results in A managing and
overcoming risks related to US—Korea and China—Korea relations A securing strategic

leverages A\ pursuing strategies for the solidarity between middle—powers.

Keywords: China—Japan Conflict, US-China Conflict, Japan’s Rightward Shift, Strategic
Triangle, Middle-Power
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