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Abstract

Tasks for Overcoming Distrust Between
U.S.-North Korea and Successful

Denuclearization Negotiations

Yonghwan Choi
Gee-Dong Lee

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This study aims to derive the issues and tasks for
resolving the North Korean nuclear problem, the foremost
agenda in U.S.-North Korea relations currently mired in
distrust, and build confidence between the two countries.
As mistrust is not a new concept in international relations,
this study analyzes the effects of distrust between the U.S.
and North Korea in nuclear negotiations and strives to

derive confidence-building measures.

92

Abstract

The armistice after the Korean War, in which the U.S.
fought against North Korea, has pinioned the two countries
in a conflict structure and intensified the level of distrust.
In particular, North Korea's nuclear development, which
has continued since the post-Cold War era, is a major
bilateral issue amplifying mistrust between Washington

and Pyongyang.

Since the North Korean nuclear crisis in the early
1990s, North Korea and the U.S. have attempted several
negotiations with no success. Past nuclear negotiations
between Washington and Pyongyang demonstrate the
necessity of parallel efforts to transform the armistice
system, a structural variable in U.S.-North Korea relations,
into a peace system to resolve the nuclear issue. In
addition, it is essential to control the external variables
as multilateral attributes are inherent in the armistice
system on the Korean Peninsula. While institutional
devices to build confidence between the two countries can
be created, it is crucial to first deal with the underlying

structural factors causing such distrust.
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%4

The current situation on the Korean Peninsula in
2022 has escalated to a dangerous level. North Korea's
continuous development of strategic weapons has
exacerbated the political and military crisis. It is necessary
to lower tensions on the Peninsula through negotiations
that produce concrete results. However, the current
international situation has added more obstacles to solving
the North Korean nuclear issue, raising calls for concern
as the cost of resolving the problem is sure to increase with

time.

Keywords

U.S.—North Korea relations, North Korean nuclear issue,

distrust, Korean Peninsula, nuclear negotiations
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