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Abstract

Reactivation of Peace Process on the Korean Peninsula

Geedong Lee
Yonghwan Choi
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

The first peace transition on the Korean Peninsula, which was quickly carried out in the
wake of the 2018 Pyeongchang Olympics, has not escaped from the state of limbo since
the collapse of the North Korea-U.S. summit in Hanoi in 2019. Then, what should be done
for the second peace transition on the Korean Peninsula?

First of all, it is necessary to set Korea's status and role in the denuclearization peace
process on the Korean Peninsula as the core party, not the mediator, considering the timing
of the first peace transition and the changed environment. This is because it is not easy
to secure assets to play the role of a mediator in U.S.-North Korea relations. Of course,
South Korea could serve as a coordinator for coordinating interest between North Korea
and the United States, if necessary. In addition, considering the inauguration of the Biden
administration and the North's adoption of a self-sufficiency route, we should prepare for
the bottom-up multilateral talks rather than the top-down bilateral negotiations.

The U.S. engagement in North Korea needs to focus on measures to guarantee the
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right to survive and develop, but to implement practical measures that can be realized in
consideration of U.S. domestic politics. Practical measures that can be considered include
declaration of the end of the war as a political declaration, declaration of willingness to
open a liaison office between the U.S. and North Korea as a follow-up to the declaration
of the end of the war, and promotion of inter-Korean railway connection projects as a
means of securing sustainability in U.S’s engagement with the North Korea. Even if the
U.S. does not officially express its willingness to implement the Singapore-U.S. agreement,
North Korea may accept it as a willingness to abide by the Singapore agreement if practical
measures are implemented in accordance with the "establishment of new U.S.-North Korea
relations" agreed in Singapore.

Considering the growing interest of related countries in multilateral negotiations, it is also
necessary to pay attention to multilateral engagement. In the early stages of multilateral
engagement, the following are important: Complementing the causes and limitations of
the six-party talks, 9.19 Joint Statement Plus Alpha approach considering the reality of
North Korea's increasing nuclear capabilities, and Preparing for the possibility of the Biden
administration's introduction of the method of nuclear negotiation with Iran. In addition,
it is desirable to promote multilateral engagement to induce North Korea's participation
in the process of establishing the East Asian Railway Community and the Northeast Asian

Quarantine Community.
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South Korea's status as a mediator has resulted in objectifying itself in the
denuclearization peace process, and as a stakeholder, not a mediator, it should pursue a
denuclearization peace process that meets its core interest of permanent peace settlement.
To do this, the South Korean government should make clear the principle of opposing
military options from the U.S. in the name of denuclearization and nuclear capabilities
and strategic provocations from North Korea in the name of deterrence against war.
Second, it is necessary to set "denuclearization through peace" as the basic frame of the
denuclearization peace process in line with the purpose of establishing peace, South Korea’
s core interest. Third, South Korea should persuade neighboring countries with the logic
that peaceful and stable management of inter-Korean relations is effective in preventing
North Korea from leaving the denuclearization track.

In order to make a second peace transition, it is necessary for South Korea to secure
leverage with the U.S. and autonomy in policy toward North Korea, and it is important
to expand the platform for the South Korea-U.S. alliance dialogue and operate the role-
sharing system. In other words, the South Korean government should expand the existing
vertical alliance dialogue platform focused on the military and defense sectors to the
diplomatic sector, and operate the denuclearization issue in the 'US-led and Korean-
support' and inter-Korean issue in the ‘Korea-led and US-support’.

There was also a limit to the existing approach of a virtuous cycle of inter-Korean and
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U.S.-North Korea relations because South Korea is not a party in U.S.-North Korea relations,
and South Korea's role was limited if either of the U.S. or North Korea refuses to allow it
to play the role. Therefore, South Korea needs to take a central approach to inter-Korean
relations and South Korea-U.S. relations. To this end, it is necessary to focus on Korea-U.S.
relations, including holding Korea-U.S. summits. And it is an efficient approach to secure
traction with North Korea through this. This is because South Korea's persuasive power
with the U.S. will affect North Korea's judgment on the need to resume inter-Korean

relations.

Keywords: Peace Process on the Korean Peninsula, engagement, denuclearization, U.S.-North Korea relations,
Inter-Korean relations
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