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Abstract

Changes in China’s Elite Politics and Next
Generation: Analysis of the Situation of “70Hou’

Yang, Gab—yong

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

In China, uncertainty of post-Xi Jinping politics becomes a
controversial issue as President Xi is most likely to extend his
power in the 20th National Congress of the CCP. However, it
will bring about some indications of power transition inside
the core circle of the CCP in the near future as President Xi
gets old. With regards to this phenomenon, most attention
is given to whether either the current fifth generation of Xi's
government will continue its leadership or a new generation
gradually, not dramatically, replace the former.

A key factor to understanding the path of power transition is
to unearth the relationship between Xi and a rising elite group

of the post-70s that may play a critical role in the wake of

Abstract

current dominant political elites. In order to effectively map a
scenario of political change among the elites in the CCP, this
research centers on the significance of two aspects: first, the
emergence of the sixth generation of elites as a group; and,
second, its replacement with the leading role of the previous
one in a peaceful way.

An useful vehicle to predict a newly formulated power
structure in the era of post-Xi is to analyze the collected data
that provide demographic and social attributes and political
career of 52 potential candidates for the Central Political
Committee of the CCP. This research accentuates two foci.
Fisrt, the change of political elites in both the CCP and the
government usually occurs in parallel with that of generation.
Second, the leadership change takes place in terms of two
forms: bottom-up promotion procedure from the lowest local
administrative to the central governmental level and surprising
top-down appointment.

The findings and implications of the research as follows. First,
it is essential to update the information of the new generation
of political elites and construct an effective network with

them. Second, in-depth analysis on Hu Chunhua(##), an
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uncertain but possible candidate to succeed to Xi's leadership,
is needed. Third, the role of Premier Li Keqgiang(Z=5i#) also
should be paid attention. Lastly, further research on the elites

of sub-national government organizations should continue.

Keywords

political cadres, bottom—up promotion,
surprising top—down appointment, human networks,

struggle for leadership transition
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